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Law and the Transformation of Aztec Culture, 1500-1700. By Susan Kellogg.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1995. xxxiii + 285 pp. Charts,
tables, map, glossary, bibliography, index. $34.50 cloth.)
In this superb example of ethnohistorical scholarship, Susan Kellogg
applies anthropological theory and the ethnographic approach to a set of early
colonial documents to explore Nahua (Aztec) adaptations to Spanish rule.
Kellogg presents her basic argument as follows:
The colonial legal system became, I argue, a powerful tool
of acculturation, profoundly altering Mexica and Nahua
conceptions of family, property and gender. And it played a
critical role in establishing and maintaining Spanish cultural
hegemony. (p. xxix)
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emphasis; and the emergence of more hierarchically ranked
and gender-defined domains. (p. 160)
After documenting these changes, Kellogg explores their causes in both the
material (demographic catastrophe and the imposition of Spanish tribute) and
the cultural domains (the Spanish legal system and the adoption of Catholic
belief and practices). Here, as in the rest of the work, Kellogg emphasizes the
dynamic interplay between everyday life and the larger social and cultural
forces of colonial New Spain.
Law and the Transformation of Aztec Culture, 1500-1700 is an
outstanding study that not only opens up a fascinating new set of documentary
data, but also greatly advances our understanding of Mexica society before and
after the conquest. I recommend this book highly to anyone concerned with
Mesoamerica, historical anthropology, or the effects of imperial domination
on people's lives.
Michael E. Smith
Department of Anthropology
University at Albany, State University of New York

